THE ADVOCATH.

Money Monopoly va. Single Tax.

Epmror Apvooars:—Brother W, H. T.
Walkeflald in his endeavor to exposs my
deflolencies ss an opponent of s aingle-
tax, has pot succeeded in obeouring &
tendanoy on his part to perversity. Ha
sssumea positions for me whish s oare-
tul reading of my former communice-
tion would not warrant; but let that

pass.
' What intersets most people who really
desire s reformation, is to kmow what
has a promise in it of bringing a reform-
ation sbout. If, to my mind, the single-
tax had in it snch promise, it would re-
ceive no opposition from me, buf I
have seen the cat, Brother Wakafiald to
the contrary notwithstanding. I have
nlso sean the fox, the jackal and the
bysns, and I have also seen the prinoi-

pal instrument of their nefarious prao-

tioes, and it is not land monopoly but

the monopoly whioch makes land and all

othar monopolies possible.

Why, gir, the money monopoly may
well afford to pay one for advocating the
single-tax theory, from the fact that it
not only serves to divert attention for
the tume from the operations of ita pirati-
oal oraft, but ehould it ever be brought
sbout, such monopoly would alone be in
position and reap the benefita. The
fact that & monied oligarohy can pay
out anywhere from ¢ to 1 billion dol-
lars 1n this country annually and re-
osiva it right back again without having
to part with anything aa an equivalant,
will affectually prevent legislation in the
interast of the people or detrimental to
ita own intereste until the peoplears
aronsed to attack the oligarchy itself,

But to the tax. We apeak of taxing
land, but in redlity hamsoity is slons
and inevitably the texad. Land belongs
to government originally, but is valoe-
lssa to it until oconpied by someons who
oan pay taxes, unless used by govern-
ment 1teell, in which case there is no
tax lovied. When a tax {a levied it
muat be met by a surrendering of sither
s portion of one’s prisoipal or & portion
of one's incoms or produota. To colleot
of the incoma or of the products and
leave the priocipsl intsot, must meet
the spproval of every sane man, thare-
fore, it 18 uttar folly to talk of a method
of taxalion that shali “give to labor ita
entire praduct for ile own use.” One of
two things is ocerfain, either land must
go to pay taxea or the produots of labor
must be surrendered for that purpose.
it the lsnd ia surrenidered, government
must re-eell or gone is your baais for a
siogle tax. If eold, the purchaser must
pay subsequent taxes by produote re-
sulting from labor applisd to the land,
or the land must again be surrendared,
and so on ad infinitum. Labor may snd
ghould esvape the exaotions of mo-
nopoly, but it may not and should not
eacapa ita share of the borden of all
necessary taxation. It should interest
iteelt in an effort to properly limit tax-
ation, and equitably distribute the same
among those justly the aubjecta of taxa-
tion. Its neglect of these lines In this
oouniry amounta o socarcely lesa than
criminal folly,

“Unearned increment” is s favorite
term with the single-laxers, an expres-
sion whioh has bean made to do effective
sarvice in diveriing sttention from the
money power, When the money powar,
having obtained possession of a line of
railroad and the power to erush all op-
position, proceads to issue and sell stook
to doubls or quadruple the original
smount, the operation is too paipabls to
be sooepted aa natural, and is populacly
dubbed as “walering thestock.” Bat
when suoh power causes s concentrs-

tﬂu of certain interests calonlated to
- L up & dly and assert itaelf to pre-
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vent rival intereata being build up, and
being succemaful, prooceds fo raise rents,
the people are informed thal such rise
18 the result of natursl instead of arti-
ficial and enforoced causes.

Now suppose the people got onto the
workings and propose to remedy the
matter by an spplication of the principle
of the single-taxer. How long think you
before it would have all ita property
olassed by law ns personal, represented
by stooks, leaving the public with no
means of sscertaining who owned them?
Such is the oase now with its railroads,
inoluding prounde, enormous ware-
houses and in somse instances large
farms and extensive ooa! flelds. “Then
would not ite revenues ocome under the
head of incomea which are so diffionlt to
aacertain and the taxes on which are so
diffioult to ocolleot?

“Unsarned inorement” (?) would im-
medintely disappear from the tax list
unless such list inoluded incomes. I
nead not follow this festure farther,
Another error of the single-taxer is
entertaining the idea that the wvalue of
a oity lies in the presence asnd labors of
ita collective inhabitunts, whereas the
value of & cltyis always and Inavitably
in proportion to ita facllities for admin-
istering to the necessilies, the desires
gnd the sapirations of humanity. Itis
only the existenoce of such facilities in
some degree that gives value to any-
thing. It requires not only men but
taoilitiea to do with to glve value to any
looality. Were the pressnce of men
with physical ability for work alone
requisite to give value, Washington
property should hava gone up saveral
per cent. on the encampment of Coxey’s
army in ita vicinity.

My respect for the single taxer has
besn greatly restricted by hia well-nigh
universal alight of the office which
mongy is fllling in the operation of farm-
ing and perpetusting the gigantic meo-

single-tax cstensibly to do away with.
This slight is well exemplified by
Brother Wakefield when hesays: ‘“The
relation of money to wealth is precisely
that of poker chips to the stakes being
played for—a meze connter. It records
acquisitions but does not make them."

The brother conld not well ba further
from the iruth, Leesthsn 3 per cent
of the transfers of property are re-
oor ded by & tranafer of money. The
prinoipal office of money to-day is to lis
yocked in the vaolt of the usurer, while| M
oourka proceed to tranafer the propecky
that haa secured ils previous exit from
such vault. Who oan deny this? The
brother had been muoh nearsr the facta
had be stated: “The relation of monsy
to wealth is precisely that of loadsd
dioe to the stake being played for.” Iia
offios to day 12 only ostensibly to record,
while in reality it compels a trsnsfer of
property.

Now, my single-taxer, bend your ear
down low and give closs attention, jot-
ting down in your memorsndum, for
future reference and refleotion, a short
diotation. Are you ready? Wall, then,
note firsl: The oonstitution of the
Uaited States confers on ocongress the
absolute control of our circulating me-
dium,

Have you got that?  Wall, note nexi:
Appearances indioste that congress has
tarmed out that control to an oligarchy,
and that congress and the natiomal
banker are acting simply sa sgents of
said oligarchy.

You are ready again, are you? Waell,
next: Latus compel congress 0 re
sume ila constitutional precrogative of
contro lling the money of the country.

Then, wvhen the government conirola

money, governmont may be depended

ndpolies which he is sdvocating the|

on to put it out to the people; and what-
over government pays it out for will be-
long to the govermment, that ls, toall
tha people instead of to an oligarchy =a
now,

Now, note with earnsat solicilation
thecause to which you atéribute so
many ovils is bubon affect of the mo-
nopoly of money, on the reformation of
which all other reform must continue to
wait. Talk no longer o distract atten-
tion. Attack the parent evil. That
settlad, monopolies and the “unesrned
increment” will dissppesr and be known
no more forever, or until the thousand
yoars in which that old serpent, the
devil,is to be ohainad, shall have come
and passed sway, ai least. Now you
may go and with the best wishes of

Yours, A.F, Avien,
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[Firet published Auguat 1, 1694.]
Proposed Amendment to the Consti-
tution.

Bubstitute for Senate Jolnt Resolutions Nos,
1and L

B it vesolved Ty the legislature the atale of
Euansaa: 1 af the members elecled (o0
cach house fhereof, eonurring therein,

SrcrioN 1. The following proposition to
aménd the constitution of the state of Eansas
is hereby submitted to the qualified electors
of the state for thelr ntpmnl. or rejection,
namely: That lmmon artiole & of the ¢on-
stitution of the state of Kansas be amended so
that the same shall read as follows: =Seection
1. Every person of tho of 21 years and ap-
wards balongl l-o tha llowlng olasses, who
ahall have resided In Kansas alx months nexs

any olection, snd in the townshi
which she or he offars to vote, &
least thirty days next preceding such electlon
shall be deemed s qualified slector, First—
Cluizena of the Unlted States, Segond—Per-
sons of foreign birth who have declared their
intentions to becomo citizens of the United
Btates conformable to the lsws of the Unlted
States on the subjact of naturalization.™

frc. & This proposition shall be submitted
to the elestors of siate st tho general elec-
tlon of the represantatives o melqmnum in
the year 1884, for their a{mnl, or
thone voun: In Isyor of slnl‘
bave writtan or printed on r bnl]oll “For
the suff mnndm-ns to the constitution ;*
those vo said prupomlum nnh
have writlen m- prln
“Agsinat the sufl mndment to the ocm-
stitution ;" sald ota shall be received and
snch vobe taken, counted, canvasmsed and re-
tum made thereof in the same manner and in

ts as provided for by law; asin the
[ ; tho d‘:wtlun of represeniatives to the
EC, 8. This resclution shall take effect and
be In force from snd after its publication In
" “mrur, that the abo
o ¢ above o
i 150, and
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GRORa Lass, érnle r of House,
Furasx L Baown, Chief Clerk of Honse.

Approved Mareh & 1598, 3:50 p, m.
i ‘b. I.:nu.rﬁm Governor,
BTATE OF KANSAS, I
O¥Fice oF SEORETARY OF StATs,| ™
1, R. & Osborn, uontur of luaoﬂlnluu
Kansas, do bereby uruu' 'm ihe forego-
n

whereof, 1 hare hmh #ub-

(omaz] nu-l:i B g g

M




